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Approved Document B (Fire safety)	 Volume 2 – Buildings other than dwellinghouses

	 Inner rooms  3.10
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
	 Partitions and provision of cavity
		  barriers  9.7
	 Positioning smoke alarms 1 .9
	 Residential care homes  3.48, 3.49
Bed-sitting rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Betting offices
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Billiard rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Bingo halls
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Boiler rooms
	 Common stairs  2.46
	 Location of final exits  5.34
	 Smoke alarms 1 .17
	 See also Plant rooms
Bolts
	 See Fastenings
Boundaries 1 3.4
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Space separation for buildings fitted
		  with sprinklers 1 3.17
	 See also Notional boundaries;
		  Relevant boundaries
Bridges
	 Fire service vehicle access route
		  specification  Table 20
British Standards  pages 149–152, 0.22
	 476 1 0.15, Appendix A(21)
		  Part 3 1 4.4, Appendix A(6)
		  Part 4  B2.v, Appendix A(8),
			   Table A6
		  Part 6  B2.v, Appendix A(12),
			   Appendix A(15), Appendix A(20)
		  Part 7  B2.v, 14.7, Appendix A(11),
			   Appendix A(15), Appendix A(20)
		  Part 8  Appendix A(5), Table A1,
			   Table B1
		  Part 11  B2.v, Appendix A(8)–A(9),
			   Table A6–A7
		  Part 22  Appendix B(1), Table B1
		  Parts 20–24  Appendix A(5),
			   Table A1
	 2782  Appendix A(20), Appendix A(21)
	 3251 1 5.7
	 4514  Table 14
	 5255  Table 14
	 5266
		  Part 1  2.52, 5.36, 5.38
	 5306
		  Part 2  0.17, 0.18
	 5438  Appendix A(20)
	 5446
		  Part 1 1 .5
		  Part 2 1 .5
	 5499
		  Part 1  5.37
		  Part 5  Appendix B(8)
	 5588 1 0.14
		  Part 1  2.2, 2.22
		  Part 5  8.42, 13.8, 17.13,
			   Diagram 52
		  Part 6  0.26, 3.20, 5.29, 5.51
		  Part 7  0.28, 1.36, 4.23, 8.8, 8.34,
			1   3.18
		  Part 8  5.39
		  Part 9  9.12
		  Part 10  0.25, 8.18, 11.8, 17.7,
			   Table 2
		  Part 11  3.24
	 5720  5.53
	 5839
		  Part 1 1 .22, 1.26, 1.30, 1.31,
			1   .33, 1.34, 1.35, 1.36, 4.29,
			   5.38, 5.53, 7.8, 9.12, 10.13,
			1   8.14

		  Part 2 1 .31
		  Part 6 1 .4, 1.5, 1.9, 1.22
		  Part 8 1 .32, 4.29
	 5867
		  Part 2  Appendix A(20)
	 6336  Appendix A(21)
	 7157  6.8
	 7273 1 .38
	 7346
		  Part 6  5.38
		  Part 7 11 .6
	 7974  0.31
	 8214  Appendix B(11)
	 8313  8.41
	 9251  0.17
	 9990 1 5.6
	1 2101
		  Part 2  Appendix C(5)
	1 3501
		  Part 1  Appendix A(15)
	 DD 252  0.17
	 EN 54-11 1 .31, 5.11
	 EN 81 1 7.13
	 EN 771
		  Part 1  Table A6
	 EN 1125  5.12
	 EN 1155  3.51
	 EN 1364  Appendix A(5)
	 EN 1365  Appendix A(5)
	 EN 1366  Appendix A(5)
		  Part 2 1 0.15
	 EN 1634  Appendix A(5), Appendix B(1)
		  Part 3  Table B1
	 EN 12101  2.27, 11.6
		  Part 3 1 8.14
		  Part 6  3.27, 4.21
	 EN 12845  0.17, 0.18
	 EN 13238  Appendix A(7)
	 EN 13501
		  Part 1  B2.v, Appendix A(7)–A(9),
			   Appendix A(11), Table A6,
			   Table A7
		  Part 2  Appendix A(5), Appendix B(1)
		  Part 3 1 0.15, Appendix A(5)
		  Part 4  Appendix A(5)
		  Part 5 1 4.4, Appendix A(6)
	 EN 13823  B2.v, Appendix A(7),
		  Appendix A(9)
	 EN 50200  5.38
	 EN ISO 306  Appendix A(17)
	 EN ISO 1182  B2.v, Appendix A(7)–A(9)
	 EN ISO 1716  B2.v, Appendix A(7)–A(9)
	 EN ISO 11925
		  Part 2  B2.v, Appendix A(7)
	 PD 6520  Appendix A(21)
Building footprint
	 See Perimeter of building
Buildings of architectural or 

historical interest
	 Fire safety  0.35
Bulkheads
	 Smoke outlet shafts and ducts 1 8.15

C
Cables
	 See Electrical wiring
Canopies 1 3.11, Diagram 45
Capacity
	 See Occupant capacity
Care homes
	 See Residential care homes
Car parks
	 Common stairs  2.46
	 Enclosed
		  Fire protection of lift 

		  installations  5.43
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Internal fire spread 11 .2–11.6

	 Maximum dimensions of building or
		  compartment  Table 12
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance 
		  Table A2
	 Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 Open-sided 11 .3
		  Height of building or
			   compartment 1 3.20
		  Separation distances  Table 16
	 Recessed areas  Diagram E1
	 Single-stair buildings  2.21
	 Smoke venting from basement 1 8.17
Cavity barriers
	 Cavity walls excluded  Diagram 34
	 Concealed floor or roof spaces  6.6
	 Construction and fixings  9.13–9.16
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Double-skinned insulated roof
		  sheeting  Diagram 36
	 Extensive ceiling voids  9.11
	 External walls 1 2.8, 12.9
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Junctions with compartment floors
		  and walls  9.3
	 Maximum dimensions  9.9–9.12
	 Openings  9.16
	 Provision  9.2, Diagram 33
	 Sub-division of corridors  3.26,
		  Diagram 16
Cavity walls
	 Excluded from provisions for cavity
		  barriers  Diagram 34
	 Junctions with compartment floors
		  and walls  9.3
	 See also Insulation
Ceilings
	 Concealed spaces  9.1
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Enclosure of corridors by
		  partitions  3.25
	 Extensive concealed spaces
		  9.11, 9.12
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Fire-resisting
		  Concealed spaces  6.6, 9.10,
			   Diagram 35
	 Lighting diffusers that form part of 
		  6.13–6.15, Diagram 26
	 Limited combustibility materials 
		  Table A7
	 Linings  B2.i, 6.1–6.16
		  Definitions  6.2–6.3
	 Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 Stretched skin  6.16
	 Sub-division of corridors  3.26
	 Surfaces exposed  6.15
	 See also Suspended ceilings
CE mark  page 5, page 7
Central alarm monitoring
	 Sheltered housing 1 .7
Central cores
	 See Exits
Central handrails
	 Width of escape stairs  4.15–4.17
Certification
	 Installers and suppliers  0.15, 0.16, 1.23
Chimneys
	 Openings in compartment walls or
		  floors  8.34
Chutes
	 Unacceptable means of escape 
		  B1.vi
	 See also Refuse chutes
Circulation spaces
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire spread  B1.iii
	 Glazing external windows with
		  thermoplastic materials  6.11
	 Separating circulation routes from
		  stairways  3.14
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Volume 2 – Buildings other than dwellinghouses	 Approved Document B (Fire safety)

	 Smoke alarms/detectors positioning 
		1  .9, 1.14
	 Wall and ceiling linings  B2.i, Table 10
	 See also Corridors; Lobbies; Stairs
Cladding
	 Concealed spaces  9.10
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii
	 External wall construction 1 2.5
		  Cavity barriers 1 2.8, 12.9
Class 0
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Material and product performance 
		  Appendix A(13), Table A8
	 Use of materials of limited
		  combustibility  Table A7
Cloakrooms
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Clubs
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Collapse, resistance to  B3.ii,
	 Appendix A(5)
	 See also Integrity
Columns
	 Fire resistance  7.2
		  Tests  Table A1
	 Portal frames 1 2.4
Combustible external surface
	 materials 1 3.1
	 Unprotected area 1 3.9, Diagram 43
Commercial
	 See Shop and commercial
		  purpose group
Committee rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Common balconies
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Means of escape from flats
		  2.7, 2.17, 2.22
Common corridors
	 Escape routes for flats  2.20, 2.24
		  Escape lighting  Table 9
		  Ventilation  2.25–2.27
	 Storeys divided into different
		  occupancies  3.16
	 Sub-division of common escape
		  routes  2.28, 2.29
Common escape routes
	 See Common corridors; Common
		  stairs; Escape routes
Common loadbearing elements
	 See Elements of structure
Common rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Common stairs
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Flats  2.17, 2.20, 2.32–2.52,
		  Diagrams 7–9
Communication systems
	 Emergency voice communication
		  (EVC) for evacuation from
		  refuges  4.11, 4.12
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
	 Voice alarm systems 1 .33, 4.29
Compartment floors  Diagram 29
	 Construction  8.20–8.31
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire doors in  Table B1
	 Flues  Diagram 39
	 Illustration of guidance  Diagram 28
	 Nominal internal diameter of pipes
		  passing through  Table 14
	 Openings  8.34
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
	 Provision  8.9, 8.10
Compartments  8.1–8.42, Diagram 29
	 Acceptable unprotected area 1 3.20,
		  Table 15
	 Application of purpose groups 
		  Appendix D(1)

	 Basements, direct access to
		  venting 1 8.3
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape from flats  2.3
	 Flues etc. 1 0.16
	 Maximum dimensions  Table 12
	 Measuring areas  Diagram C3
	 Progressive horizontal evacuation 
		  3.41, 3.42
	 Protection of lift installations  5.42
	 Refuges  Diagram 20
	 Shopping complexes 11 .7
	 Space separation 1 3.2, 13.3, 13.10
	 Steel-framed buildings  8.27
Compartment walls  Diagram 29
	 Between buildings  8.21
	 Construction  8.20–8.31
		  Junctions  8.25–8.31, Diagram 30
		  Openings  8.32–8.34, Appendix B(5)
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii
	 Fire doors in  Table B1
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Between flat and corridor  2.24
	 Flues penetrating  Diagram 39
	 Nominal internal diameter of pipes
		  passing through  Table 14
	 Provision  8.9, 8.10
	 Unsuitability of cavity barriers  9.3
Composite products
	 Materials of limited combustibility 
		  Appendix A(14)
Concealed spaces (cavities)  9.1–9.16
	 Cavity walls excluded from provisions
		  for cavity barriers  Diagram 34
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire-resisting ceilings  6.6, Diagram 35
	 Maximum dimensions  9.8–9.12
		  Non-residential buildings  Table 12
	 See also Cavity barriers
Concourses
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Conduits for cables
Openings passing through a separating 

element  9.16, 10.17
Conference rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Conservatories
	 Measuring floor area  Diagram C3
	 Plastic roofs  Tables 17 and 18
Construction (Health, Safety and 

Welfare) Regulations 1996  page 7
Control rooms
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
Cooking facilities
	 See Kitchens
Corridor access
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape routes  Diagrams 7–9
		  Alternative exits  2.17
	 Vision panels in doors  5.17
Corridors  3.24–3.27
	 Door opening  5.16
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Glazed screen to protected shafts 
		  8.38, 8.39, Diagram 32
	 Subdivision  3.26, 3.27, Diagram 16
		  Cavity barriers  9.6
		  Dead ends  Diagram 17
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
	 Vision panels in doors  5.17
	 See also Bedroom corridors; Common
		  corridors; Protected corridors
Cover moulds
	 Definition of wall and ceiling  6.2, 6.3
Crush halls
	 Floor space factors  Table C1

Cubic capacity
	 Measurement  Diagram C2
Cupboards
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(2),
		  Appendix B(8)
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Curtain walls
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii

D
Dance floors/halls
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Dead end
	 Alternative means of escape  B1.vii
	 Corridors  3.24, 3.27, Diagram 17
		  Fire door subdividing dead-end
			   portions from remainder 
			   Table B1
		  Portion of  2.29
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire service vehicle access route 
		1  6.11, Diagram 50
	 Number of escape routes from flats
		  2.20
	 Travel distance  Diagram 10
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
	 Ventilation of escape routes from
		  flats and maisonettes  2.26
Deck access
	 Means of escape from flats  2.22
Different occupancies/uses
	 See Mixed use; Separate occupancies
Dining rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Direct distances
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
Disabled people  0.19
	 Means of escape
		  Evacuation lifts  B1.v, 5.39
		  Final exits  5.32
		  Ramps and sloping floors  5.28, 5.29
		  Travel distance limitations  Table 2
	 Phased evacuation  4.26
	 Refuges for wheelchair users  4.7
	 Vision panels in doors  5.17
	 Warnings for hearing impaired
		  people 1 .34
	 See also Residential care homes
Discounting of stairs  4.3, 4.20, 4.21
	 Added protection  4.34
	 Tall buildings  4.27
Discounting of storey exits  3.21
Domestic garages
	 Fire doors between dwelling and
		  garage  Table B1
	 Measuring floor area  Diagram C3
	 Smoke alarms 1 .16
	 Wall and ceiling linings  Table 10
Doors and doorways
	 Common escape routes  Diagram 9
	 Definition of wall and ceiling 
		  6.2, 6.3, 6.11
	 Direction of opening  5.14
	 Escape routes  5.10–5.18
	 Exit signs  5.37
	 External escape stairs  5.25
	 Fastening  5.11–5.13
	 Fire resistance  5.5, 5.6 Appendix B(1),
		  Appendix B(11)
	 Fire safety signs  Appendix B(8)
	 Fire service access 1 6.5
	 Height of escape routes  3.17, 5.26
	 Measuring width  Appendix C(4),
		  Diagram C1
	 Openings in cavity barriers  9.16
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Approved Document B (Fire safety)	 Volume 2 – Buildings other than dwellinghouses

	 Openings in compartment walls or
		  floors  8.32–8.34
	 Openings in enclosure to protected
		  shaft  8.42
	 Pressurized escape routes  3.27
	 Separation of circulation routes from
		  stairways  3.14
	 Sub-division of corridors  3.26
	 Vision panels  5.17
	 See also Automatic doors; Fire doors
Dormitories
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Drainage
	 Enclosure of pipes  Diagram 38
	 Maximum nominal internal diameter
		  of pipes 10.7, Table 14
Dry mains
	 See Fire mains
Ducts
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(2),
		  Appendix B(8)
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Openings in cavity barriers  9.16
	 Openings in compartment walls or
		  floors  8.34
		  Containing flues or for appliance
			   ventilation 1 0.16
	 Protected shafts  8.36
	 Protection of openings 1 0.9–10.14
	 Smoke vents 1 8.15
	 See also Flues
Dwellings
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 See also Flats; Other residential use; 
		  Residential use

E
Eaves
	 Roof measurements  Diagram C3
Educational buildings  0.26
	 Means of escape  Table 2
	 Warnings for hearing impaired
		  people 1 .34
Electrical circuits
	 See Protected power circuits
Electrically powered locks  5.11
Electrical wiring
	 Concealed spaces  9.12
	 Fire-stopping 1 0.17
	 Openings passing through a
		  separating element  9.16, 10.17
	 Protected circuits  5.38
	 Smoke alarms 1 .19–1.22
	 See also Power supply
Electricity generator rooms
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 See also Plant rooms
Elements of structure
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire resistance  B3.iii, 7.2–7.10,
		  Appendix A(5)
		  External walls 1 2.1
		  Tests by element  Table A1
Emergency control rooms
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
Emergency egress windows
	 See Windows
Emergency lighting  5.36
	 Definition  Appendix E
Emergency voice communication
	 (EVC)  4.11, 4.12
Enclosed car parks
	 See Car parks
Enclosing rectangle
	 Space separation 1 3.15
Enclosure
	 Common stairs  2.36, 2.37
	 Corridors
		  Sub-division  3.26, Diagram 16

	 Drainage or water supply pipes 
		  Diagram 38
	 Escape stairs  4.32
	 Fire resistance  5.2–5.4
		  Tests  Table A1
	 See also Protected escape routes
Enquiry office
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Entrance halls
	 See Protected entrance halls
Environmental protection  page 8
Escalators
	 Escape routes in open spatial
		  planning  3.12
	 Means of escape  B1.vi
	 Protected shafts  8.36
Escape lighting  5.36, Table 9
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Means of escape from live/work
		  units  2.52
Escape routes
	 Clear of building  5.31
	 Common parts of flats  2.19–2.31
		  Limitations on distance of travel 
			   Table 1
		  Small single stair building 
			   Diagram 9
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Doors on  5.10–5.18
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Floors  5.27
	 Height  3.17, 5.26
	 Helical stairs, spiral stairs and fixed
		  ladders  5.22, 5.23
	 Horizontal escape  3.1–3.52, Table 2
		  Alternative routes  Diagram 11
		  Minimum number  Table 3
		  Width  Table 4
	 Lifts prejudicing  5.40
	 Lighting  5.36, Table 9
	 Measuring width  Appendix C(4)
	 Mechanical ventilation  5.46
	 Ramps and sloping floors  5.28, 5.29
	 Single steps  5.21
	 Siting access to refuse storage
		  chambers  5.57
	 Siting of smoke vents 1 8.12
	 Small premises  3.32–3.37
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
	 Width  3.18
	 Width relative to that of final exit  5.30
	 See also Protected escape routes
Escape stairs  4.1–4.45
	 Added protection for phased
		  evacuation  4.34
	 Alternative exits from flats  2.17
	 Capacity for basements and
		  simultaneous evacuation 
		  4.24, 4.25, Table 7
	 Construction  5.19, 5.20
	 Continuing beyond the level of final
		  exit  5.33
	 Continuing down to basement 
		  2.44–2.45
	 Door opening onto  5.16
	 Helical and spiral  5.22, 5.23
	 Lift continuing down to basement  5.44
	 Lighting  5.36, Table 9
	 Measuring width  Appendix C(4)
	 Minimum width  4.15–4.17, 4.30,
		  Table 6, Table 8
	 Phased evacuation  4.30, 4.34, Table 8
	 Travel distance  Appendix C(3)
	 Treads  5.27
	 See also Protected stairways

European Standards  pages 149–152
	1 2101
		  Part 2  Appendix C(5)
	1 3501
		  Part 1  Appendix A(15)
	 EN 54-11 1 .31, 5.11
	 EN 81 1 7.13
	 EN 771
		  Part 1  Table A6
	 EN 1125  5.12
	 EN 1155  3.51
	 EN 1364  Appendix A(5)
	 EN 1365  Appendix A(5)
	 EN 1366  Appendix A(5)
		  Part 2 1 0.15
	 EN 1634  Appendix A(5), Appendix B(1)
		  Part 3  Table B1
	 EN 12101  2.27, 11.6
		  Part 3 1 8.14
		  Part 6  3.27, 4.21
	 EN 12845  0.17, 0.18
	 EN 13238  Appendix A(7)
	 EN 13501
		  Part 1  B2.v, Appendix A(7)–A(9),
			   Appendix A(11), Table A6,
			   Table A7
		  Part 2  Appendix A(5),
			   Appendix B(1)
		  Part 3 1 0.15, Appendix A(5)
		  Part 4  Appendix A(5)
		  Part 5 1 4.4, Appendix A(6)
	 EN 13823  B2.v, Appendix A(7),
		  Appendix A(9)
	 EN 50200  5.38
	 EN ISO 1182  B2.v, Appendix A(7)–A(9)
	 EN ISO 1716  B2.v, Appendix A(7)–A(9)
	 EN ISO 11925
		  Part 2  B2.v, Appendix A(7)
European Technical Approval  page 5, 

page 7
	 Definition  Appendix E
Evacuation
	 Capacity of stairs for basements
		  and for simultaneous evacuation 
		  4.22–4.25, Table 7
	 Escape stairs  4.18–4.30
	 Purpose of providing structure with
		  fire resistance  7.1
	 Relationships to security  B1.xvii
	 Residential care homes  3.41–3.46
	 See also Escape routes; Phased
		  evacuation; Progressive horizontal
		  evacuation
Evacuation lifts
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Disabled  B1.v, 4.10, 5.39
Exhaust points
	 Mechanical ventilation and air
		  conditioning systems  5.46
Exhibition halls
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Existing buildings
	 Fire safety  0.21
	 See also Buildings of architectural or
		  historical interest
Exit passageways
	 Definition  Appendix E
Exits
	 Central cores  3.11, Diagram 13
	 Discounting of exits  3.21
	 Mechanical ventilation  5.46
	 See also Alternative exits; Final exits;
		  Storey exits
Exit signs  5.37
External assistance  B1.i
External escape  2.17, 2.48, 2.49, 

3.29, 3.30, 4.44, 4.45
	 External stairs  5.25
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Volume 2 – Buildings other than dwellinghouses	 Approved Document B (Fire safety)

	 Fire resistance of adjacent areas 
		  Diagram 25
	 Materials of limited combustibility  5.19
External fire spread
	 External
		  Roof coverings 1 4.1–14.9
		  Roof coverings, Separation
			   distances for roofs  Table 16
	 External fire spread B4
	 Performance B4 guidance  page 92
	 Requirement B4  page 91
External stairs  5.25
External walls
	 Concealed spaces  9.10
	 Construction 1 2.1–12.9
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii
	 External escape stairs  5.25,
		  Diagram 25
	 External fire spread  B4.i
	 External surfaces 1 2.6, Diagram 40
	 Facing a boundary 1 3.4
	 Fire resistance 1 2.3
		  Tests  Table A1
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A2
	 Protected shafts  8.42
	 Protected stairways  2.41, 4.39, 5.24,
		  Diagram 27
	 Unprotected areas 1 3.7–13.20,
		  Diagram 43, Diagram 44
Extract ductwork
	 Kitchens 1 0.10

F
Factory production areas
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Travel distance  Table 2 note 6
	 See also Industrial purpose group
Fastenings
	 Doors on escape routes  5.11–5.13
	 See also Security fastenings
Feature lifts
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.41
Final exits  B1.viii, 5.30–5.34
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Merging flows  Diagram 15
	 Protected stairways  2.38, 4.36
	 Siting access to refuse storage
		  chambers  5.57
Fire alarm systems
	 Non-automatic 1 .28
	 Phased evacuation 1 .25, 4.26
	 See also Automatic fire detection
		  and alarm system; Voice alarm
		  systems
Fire dampers
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Openings in cavity barriers  9.16
	 Ventilation ducts  5.47, 10.9–10.15
Fire detection
	 See Automatic fire detection and
		  alarm system
Fire doors  Appendix B(1)–B(12), Table B1
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 See also Doors and doorways
Firefighting lifts 1 7.1–17.5, 17.13
	 Approach 1 7.11, 17.14
	 Components of firefighting shaft 
		  Diagram 52
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Flats 1 7.14
Firefighting lobbies
	 Approach to firefighting stair or lift 
		1  7.11, 17.14
	 Components of firefighting shaft 
		  Diagram 52
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Firefighting facilities 1 7.1

	 Flats 1 7.14
	 Outlets from fire mains 1 5.5
Firefighting shafts  4.32
	 Components  Diagram 52
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Design and construction 1 7.11–17.13
	 External walls fire resistance  8.42
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Flats 1 7.1, 17.14
	 Provision 1 7.1–17.7, Diagram 51
		  Number and location 1 7.8–17.10
	 Provision of fire mains 1 5.2, 15.4, 17.12
Firefighting stairs  2.35, 4.3, 4.38, 5.19
	 Approach through firefighting lobby
		  area 1 7.11
	 Components of firefighting shaft 
		  Diagram 52
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Outlets from fire mains 1 5.5
	 Protected stairways  4.38
	 Use as escape stairs  4.27
Fire hydrants 1 5.7, 15.8
Fire load density  Appendix A(4)
Fire mains 1 5.1–15.6
	 Firefighting shafts 1 5.2, 15.4, 
		1  6.6, 16.7, 17.12, Diagram 52
	 Implications for vehicle access 1 6.1,
		1  6.6, 16.7
	 Provision of private hydrants 1 5.7
Fire penetration  B3.ii, Appendix A(5)
Fireplace surrounds
	 Definition of wall  6.2
Fire propagation indices
	 Internal linings  Appendix A(11),
		  Appendix A(12)
Fire resistance  Appendix A(3)–A(6)
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Discounting radiation through
		  external walls 1 3.2
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii, 7.2–7.10
		  Tests by element  Table A1
	 Minimum periods by building type 
		  Table A2
	 Roofs  Appendix A(6)
Fire-resisting construction  B1.ix,
	 B3.iii, 7.2–7.10
	 Alternative escape routes  3.9
	 Ceilings  6.14, 6.16
		  Concealed spaces  6.6, 9.10,
			   Diagram 35
		  Separation of bedrooms  9.7
	 Common stairs  2.34–2.42
	 Compartmentation  8.1, 8.20
	 Corridors  3.24
		  Dead ends  Diagram 17
		  Sub-division  3.26, Diagram 16
	 Cupboards  4.38
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Doors and doorways  Appendix B(11)
	 Ducts 1 0.10
		  Openings in cavity barriers  9.16
	 External escape stairs  5.25, Diagram 25
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Flat roof forming an escape 
		  route  5.35
	 Lift installations  5.42
	 Places of special fire hazard  8.12
	 Refuse chutes and rooms for refuse
		  storage  5.55
	 Screens for sub-division of common
		  escape routes  2.29, 3.26
	 Shop store rooms  5.58
	 Smoke outlet shafts 1 8.15, 18.16, 
		  Diagram 53
	 Ventilation ducts  5.48
Fire safety
	 Alternative approaches  0.21
Fire safety engineering  0.30–0.34
Fire safety information  0.12
Fire Safety Order  page 6

Fire safety signs
	 Exits  5.37
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(8)
Fire-separating elements  B3.iii
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 See also Fire stops
Fire separation
	 Adjoining protected stairways 
		  2.39, 4.37
	 Between buildings  0.33, 8.1, 8.21
		  Enclosure to protected shaft  8.42
		  External walls  B4.i, 13.6
	 Compartmentation  8.22
	 Fire resistance  B3.ii, B3.iii
	 Openings 1 0.1, 10.2
		  Compartment walls  8.32, 8.34
	 Open sided car parks 11 .3
	 See also Cavity barriers; Compartments
Fire service facilities  B5.i–00.ii, 0.33
	 Access to buildings for firefighting
		  personnel 1 7.1–17.14
		  Buildings not fitted with fire mains 
			1   6.2–16.5
	 Building footprint and perimeter 
		  Diagram 48
	 Fire mains 1 5.1–15.6
	 Performance B5 guidance  page 106
	 Requirement B5  page 105
	 Vehicle access 1 6.1
		  Access routes and hard-standings 
			1   6.8–16.11, Table 20
		  Blocks of flats 1 6.3
		  Buildings fitted with fire mains 
			1   6.6, 16.7
		  Buildings not fitted with fire mains 
			1   6.2–16.5, Table 19
		  High reach fire appliance access
			   to buildings  Diagram 49
		  Turning facilities 1 6.11, Diagram 50
Fire severity  0.32
Fire spread
	 See External fire spread; Internal
		  fire spread
Fire stops 1 0.2, 10.17–10.19
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Junction of compartment wall or
		  floor with other walls  8.25
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.28, Diagram 30
	 Junction with slates, tiles, corrugated
		  sheeting or similar  9.14
	 Pipe openings 1 0.7
	 Reinforcing materials 1 0.18, Table A7
Fire suppression
	 Active measures  0.33
	 See also Sprinkler systems
Fire tests
	 Fire resistance by element of
		  structure, etc.  Table A1
	 Methods  B2.v, 0.7, Appendix
		  A(1)–A(21)
Fittings
	 Fire spread  B2.iv
	 See also Ladders
Fixed seating  5.29
	 Calculation of travel distance 
		  Appendix C(3)
	 Spacing  3.20
Fixings
	 Cavity barriers  9.15
Flame spread
	 See External fire spread; Internal
		  fire spread
Flat roofs
	 Means of escape  3.31, 5.35
		  Flats  2.7, 2.17, 2.31
	 Measuring height  Diagram C4
	 Notional designations of coverings 
		  Table A5
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Flats
	 Acceptable unprotected area 1 3.15,
		1  3.19, 13.20, Diagram 46
	 Ancillary use  Appendix D(3)
	 Compartmentation  8.13, 8.14
	 Conversion to  7.9, 7.10
	 Fire detection and alarm systems 
		1  .3–1.18
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(9), Table B1
	 Fire service facilities 1 7.1
		  Firefighting shafts 1 7.14
		  Vehicle access 1 6.3
	 Means of escape  2.1–2.52
		  In common areas of building 
			   2.19–2.48
		  Distance of travel in common
			   areas  Table 1
		  From each unit  2.5–2.18
		  Internal planning  2.10–2.16,
			   Diagrams 2–9
		  Served by more than one 
			   common stair  Diagram 8
		  Served by one common stair 
			   Diagram 7
		  Small single stair building 
			   Diagram 9
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
Flexible membranes  6.8
Floor area
	 Methods of measurement  Diagram C3
Floor level
	 Change in relation to door swing  5.15
	 Single step on escape routes  5.21
Floors
	 Concealed spaces  9.10
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii, 7.4
	 Escape routes  5.27
		  Flats more than 4.5m above
			   ground level  2.13–2.18
	 Fire resistance  7.2
		  Tests  Table A1
	 Fire spread by upper surfaces  B2.ii
	 Sloping  5.28
	 See also Compartment floors
Floor space factors  Appendix C(2), 

Table C1
Flues
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 Openings in compartment walls or
		  floors  8.34, 10.16, Diagram 39
Foundations
	 Steel portal frames 1 2.4
Fuel storage space
	 Common stairs  2.46
	 Mixed use occupancy  2.51
	 See also Places of special fire hazard
Fully supported material
	 Designation of roof coverings  Table A5
Furnishings
	 Fire spread  B1.iii
Furniture
	 Fire spread  B2.iv
	 Fitted – Definition of wall  6.2
Fusible links
	 Holding open self-closing fire doors 
		  Appendix B(3)

G
Galleries
	 Counting storeys  Diagram C5
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire resistance  7.2
		  Tests  Table A2
	 Means of escape  2.5, 2.8, Diagram 1
	 Raised storage areas  7.7

Gangways
	 Calculation of travel distance 
		  Appendix C(3)
	 Fixed seating  5.29
	 Between fixed storage racking  Table 4
Garages
	 See Car parks; Domestic garages
Gas appliances
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Gas meters
	 Protected stairways  2.42, 4.40
Gas service pipes
	 Protected shafts  8.40
	 Protected stairways  2.42, 4.40
	 Ventilation  8.41
Glazed screens
	 Construction of protected shafts 
		  8.37, 8.38, Diagram 32
	 Use on escape routes  Table A4
Glazing
	 Definition of wall and ceiling  6.2, 6.3
	 In door not part of wall  6.11
	 External escape stairs  5.25
	 Fire resistance of glazed elements 
		  5.6–5.9
	 Glass and glazing elements on
		  escape routes  5.4, Table A4
	 Limitations on areas of uninsulated
		  glazing  Table A4
	 Partitions  3.36
	 Protected shafts  8.37
	 Safety  5.9
	 Thermoplastic materials  6.11
	 Unwired glass in rooflights 1 4.8
Gradient
	 Hard-standings  Diagram 49
Group homes for mentally impaired/

mentally ill  0.24
Guarding
	 Flat roof forming escape route  5.35
	 Route clear of the building  5.31

H
Habitable rooms
	 Definition  Appendix E
Hammerhead
	 Fire service vehicle access route 1 6.11
Handicapped
	 See Disabled people
Handrails
	 Width of escape stairs  4.15, 4.16,
		  Appendix C(4)
Hardstandings
	 Firefighting vehicles 1 6.8–16.10,
		  Diagram 49
Hardware
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(12)
	 See also Fastenings
Hazard
	 See Places of special fire hazard; Risk
Headroom
	 Escape routes  5.26
	 Horizontal escape  3.17
Health and safety
	 Limitation on requirements  page 5
Health care premises  0.23
	 Compartmentation  8.15, 8.16
	 Escape travel distances  Table 2
	 See also Residential (institutional)
		  purpose; Residential care homes
Heat alarms
	 See Automatic fire detection and
		  alarm system
Heating systems
	 Air circulation systems in flats  2.18
	 See also Air conditioning

Heat transfer
	 Insulation from high temperatures 
		  B3.ii, Appendix A(5)
	 Radiation
		  Basis for calculating acceptable
			   unprotected area 1 3.16
		  Discounting 1 3.2
Height
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Methods of measurement
		  of building  Diagram C4
		  of top storey  Diagram C6
Helical stairs
	 Escape routes  5.22, 5.23
High reach appliances
	 Firefighting vehicle access 1 6.1
		  Access route specification 
			   Diagram 49, Table 20
		  Buildings not fitted with fire
			   mains  Table 19
	 Overhead obstructions 1 6.10,
		  Diagram 49
High risk
	 See Places of special fire hazard
Hinges
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(7)
Historic buildings  0.35
Homes
	 See Group Homes for mentally
		  impaired/mentally ill; Residential
		  (institutional) purpose; Residential
		  care homes
Horizontal escape  3.1–3.52
	 Residential care homes  3.38–3.52
	 Small premises  3.32–3.37, Diagram 18
Hoses
	 Fire mains 1 5.1
Hospitals  0.23
	 Escape travel distance  Table 2
	 See also Health care premises
Hotels
	 Ventilation ducts 1 0.13
	 Warnings for hearing impaired
		  people 1 .34
	 See also Other residential use
House conversions
	 Conversion to flats  7.9, 7.10
Houses in multiple occupation  page 6
Hydraulic lifts
	 Pipes for oil or gas in protected
		  shafts  8.40
Hydraulic platforms
	 See High reach appliances

I
Ignition susceptibility
	 External walls 1 2.2
Industrial purpose group
	 Compartmentation  8.18, 8.19
	 Escape routes
		  Lighting  Table 9
		  Single escape stairs  4.6
		  Travel distance limitations  Table 2
	 Maximum dimensions of building or
		  compartment  Table 12
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance 
		  Table A2
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Space separation
		  Acceptable unprotected area 1 3.20
		  Acceptable unprotected areas 1 3.16	

	 Permitted unprotected areas in
			   small buildings or compartments 
			   Table 15
		  Roofs  Diagram 47, Table 17
	 Use of upper storey ancillary to use
		  of ground storey  8.19
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	 See also Storage and other
		  non-residential
Information
	 Fire safety  0.12
Inner rooms
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape from flats  2.5
	 Horizontal escape  3.10, 3.15,
		  Diagram 12
In-patient care
	 See Hospitals; Residential care homes
Inspection covers
	 Design of access routes and
		  hard-standings 1 6.8
Installers
	 Certification and accreditation 
		  0.15, 1.23, 1.37
Institutional premises
	 See Residential (institutional) purpose
Insulated roof sheeting
	 Concealed spaces  9.10
		  Cavity barriers  9.5, Diagram 36
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.29
Insulating core panels  Appendix F
Insulation
	 Above fire-protecting suspended
		  ceilings  Table A3, Table A7
	 Concealed spaces
		  Flame spread rating of pipe
			   insulation  9.12
		  Space containing combustible
			   insulation  9.10
	 External wall construction 1 2.7
	 High temperatures  B3.ii, Appendix A(5)
Integrity
	 Compartment walls  8.27
	 Resistance to collapse  B3.ii,
		  Appendix A(5)
	 Resistance to fire penetration  B3.ii,
		  Appendix A(5)
Intercom system
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
Internal fire spread
	 Car parks 11 .2–11.6
	 Circulation spaces  B1.iii
	 Fittings  B2.iv
	 Floor upper surfaces  B2.ii
	 Furnishings  B1.iii
	 Furniture  B2.iv
	 Implications for means of
		  escape  B1.iii
	 Linings  page 63, B2.i, Appendix
		  A(10)–A(13), Appendix A(16)
		  Performance B2 guidance  page 63
		  Requirement B2  page 62
	 Noxious gases  B1.iv
	 Shopping complexes 11 .7, 11.8
	 Smoke and fumes  B1.iv
		  Lining materials  B2.i
		  Retarding by sealing or
			   fire-stopping 1 0.3
	 Stair upper surfaces  B2.ii
	 Structure
		  Performance B3 guidance  page 68
		  Requirement B3  page 67
Internal linings
	 Classification  6.1–6.16, Table 10
	 Performance of materials  Appendix
		  A(10)–A(16)
	 Protection of substrate  Appendix A(18)

J
Joists
	 Timber, in compartment walls  8.20
Junctions
	 Cavity barriers  9.3
	 Compartmentation  8.6
		  Compartment wall or floor with

			   other walls  8.25–8.27
		  Compartment wall with roof 
			   8.28–8.31, Diagram 30

K
Keys
	 See Security fastenings
Kitchens
	 Extract ductwork 1 0.10
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.43
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Galleries in flats  2.8
	 Means of escape from flats  2.13, 
		  Diagram 3
	 Small premises  3.33
	 Smoke alarms 1 .16
		  Positioning 1 .9, 1.12

L
Ladders
	 Means of escape  B1.vi, 5.22, 5.23
		  Flats  2.3
		  Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 See also High reach appliances
Landings
	 Door opening and effect on escape
		  routes  5.15
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(9)
	 Fire resistance of areas adjacent to
		  external stairs  Diagram 25
	 Floorings  5.27
	 See also Protected landings
Large and complex buildings
	 Fire safety engineering  0.30–0.34
	 Fire safety information  0.12
	 Mixture of uses  Appendix D(5)
	 Protected power circuits  5.38
Latches
	 See Fastenings
Libraries
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Lifts
	 Exits in central core  3.11
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(1),
		  Appendix B(9)
		  Forming part of enclosure of lift
			   shaft  Table B1
	 Fire protection of installations 
		  5.40–5.45
	 Protected shafts  8.36
		  Containing pipes  8.40
		  Openings in enclosure  8.42
	 Unacceptable means of escape  B1.vi
	 Use of space within protected
		  stairways  2.40, 4.38
	 See also Evacuation lifts;
		  Firefighting lifts
Lighting
	 Escape routes  5.36, Table 9
Lighting bridges
	 See Galleries
Lighting diffusers
	 Suspended ceilings  6.10, 6.13–6.15,
		  Appendix A(19), Diagram 26,
		  Table 11
	 Thermoplastic  6.15
		  Layout restrictions  Diagram 27
	 Use of space below  Table 11
Limitations on requirements  page 5
Limited combustibility
	 See Materials of limited combustibility
Linings
	 See Internal linings
Live/work units
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Means of escape  2.52
Living rooms
	 Positioning smoke alarms 1 .9

Loadbearing capacity  Appendix A(5)
	 Compartment walls  8.27
	 Deflection of compartment walls  8.27
	 Resistance to collapse  B3.ii
Loadbearing elements of structure
	 See Elements of structure
Lobbies
	 Common escape route in small single
		  stair building  Diagram 9
	 Exit capacity  3.23
	 Exits in central core  3.11
	 Glazed screen to protected shafts 
		  8.38, 8.39, Diagram 32
	 Use of uninsulated glazed elements
		  on escape routes  Table A4
	 Ventilation of common escape
		  routes  2.25
	 See also Firefighting lobbies;
		  Protected lobbies
Locks
	 See Fastenings
Lounges
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.43
	 Floor space factors  Table C1

M
Maintenance
	 Fire safety  0.12, 0.13
	 Smoke alarms 1 .15, 1.18
Main use
	 Purpose groups  Appendix D(1)
Maisonettes
	 See Flats
Malls
	 Application of requirements 11 .7
	 Escape travel distances in shopping
		  malls  Table 2
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.41
	 Floor space factors in shopping malls 
		  Table C1
Management
	 Premises  0.13
	 See also Central alarm monitoring
Mantleshelves
	 Definition of wall  6.2
Material alteration  0.20
	 Fire detection and alarm systems 1 .6
Materials and workmanship
	 Independent certification schemes 
		  page 6
	 Regulation 7  page 5
Materials of limited combustibility
	 Class 0  Appendix A(13)
	 Composite products  Appendix A(14)
	 Concealed spaces  9.12
	 Construction of escape stairs  5.19
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Insulation above fire-protecting
		  suspended ceilings  Table A3
	 Insulation materials used in external
		  wall construction 1 2.7
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.29, Diagram 30
	 Performance  Appendix A(9)
	 Reinforcing materials used for
		  fire-stopping 1 0.18
	 Roofs  Table 17
	 Use  Table A7
Means of escape
	 Criteria  B1.v–B1.vi
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Flats  2.1–2.52
		  Escape from each unit  2.5–2.18
		  Escape in common areas  2.19–2.48
		  Internal planning  Diagrams 2–9
	 Openings in compartment walls  8.32
	 Openings into protected shafts  8.42
	 Performance B1 guidance  page 16
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	 Requirement B1  page 15
	 See also Escape routes
Measurement methods  Appendix C
Mechanical ventilation
	 See Ventilation
Mechanised walkways
	 Means of escape  B1.vi
Meeting rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Mixed use
	 Car park and other use 11 .3
	 Compartment walls and compartment
		  floors  8.11
	 Division of storeys  3.15
	 Dwellings in mixed use buildings 
		  2.50–2.51
	 Interpretation of purpose groups 
		  Appendix D(3)–(5)
	 Means of escape
		  Escape routes  3.4
		  Escape stairs  4.3
		  Horizontal escape  3.1
	 Storage of petrol and LPG  2.51
Multiple occupation  page 6
Multi-storey buildings
	 Compartments  8.27
	 Horizontal escape  3.3
	 Vertical escape from buildings other
		  than dwellings  4.1–4.45
	 See also Tall buildings

N
Natural ventilation
	 See Ventilation
Non-combustible materials
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Performance  Appendix A(8)
	 Sleeving non-combustible pipes 1 0.8
	 Use  Table A6
Non-residential buildings
	 Acceptable unprotected area 1 3.20
	 Calculating acceptable unprotected
		  area  Table 15
	 Compartmentation  8.18
	 Maximum dimensions of building or
		  compartment  Table 12
	 Maximum dimensions of concealed
		  spaces  Table 13
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Wall and ceiling linings  6.4, Table 10
Notional boundaries 1 3.6, Diagram 42
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Separation distances for roofs 1 4.5
Noxious gases
	 Fire spread  B1.iv

O
Occupancies
	 See Mixed use; Separate occupancies
Occupancy type
	 Definition  Appendix E
Occupant capacity
	 Calculation  Appendix C(2)
	 Horizontal escape  3.5, 3.8, 3.10,
		  3.19, 3.21–3.23, Diagram 15
		  Residential care homes  3.45, 3.46
		  Small premises  3.33
	 Width of escape stairs  4.18, 4.19,
		  4.24, 4.25, 4.30, Table 6
Offices
	 Compartmentation  8.18
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.30
	 Maximum dimensions of building or
		  compartment  Table 12

	 Means of escape
		  Alternative approach  3.1
		  Fire doors  Table B1
		  Limitation of travel distance  Table 2
		  Single escape stairs  4.6
		  Small premises  3.1
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance 
		  Table A2
	 Over shops  Appendix D(4)
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Space separation
		  Acceptable unprotected areas 
			1   3.16, 13.20, Table 15
	 Warnings for hearing impaired
		  people 1 .34
Openable vents
	 Escape routes for flats  2.26, 
		  Diagrams 7–9
Openable windows
	 See Windows
Opening characteristics
	 Doors and doorways  5.14–5.16
Openings
	 Cavity barriers  9.3, 9.16
	 Compartment walls or floors  8.34
		  Compartment walls separating
			   buildings or occupancies  8.32
	 Escape routes in open spatial
		  planning  3.12, Diagram 14
	 Protected shafts  8.42
	 Protection 1 0.1, 10.2
	 See also Doors and doorways;
		  Windows
Open-sided car parks
	 See Car parks
Open spatial planning
	 Awareness of fires  3.25
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Escape routes  3.12, Diagram 14
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.41
	 Simultaneous evacuation  4.23
Other non-residential
	 See Storage and other non-residential
Other residential use 1 .35
	 Acceptable unprotected area 1 3.15,
		1  3.16, 13.19, 13.20, Diagram 46
	 Calculating acceptable unprotected
		  area  Table 15
	 Compartmentation  8.17
	 Fire doors  Appendix B(9), Table B1
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.30
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance 
		  Table A2
	 Partitions and provision of cavity
		  barriers  9.7
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Simultaneous evacuation  4.23
Outbuildings
	 Measuring floor area  Diagram C3
Overhanging storey
	 See Perimeter of building
Overhead obstructions
	 Access for high reach appliances 
		1  6.10, Diagram 49

P
Partitions
	 Cavity barriers  9.13
		  Separation of bedrooms  9.7
	 Enclosing corridors  3.25
	 Fire resistance  5.3
	 Glazing  3.36
	 See also Walls
Pavement lights
	 Smoke vent outlet terminal 1 8.11

Performance
	 Access and facilities for fire service
		  B5  page 106
	 External fire spread B4  page 92
	 Internal fire spread
		  Linings B2  page 63
		  Structure B3  page 68
	 Materials and structures  Appendix
		  A(1)–A(21)
	 Means of escape B1  page 11
	 Ratings of some generic materials
		  and products  Table A8
Perimeter of building
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Example of footprint and perimeter 
		  Diagram 48
	 Fire service vehicle access  Table 20
Phased evacuation
	 Alarm systems 1 .25, 4.26, 4.29
	 Disabled people  4.26
	 Escape stairs
		  Added protection  4.34
		  Minimum width  4.30, Table 8
	 Internal speech communication
		  system  4.29
	 Protected escape routes  4.29
	 Tall buildings  4.26, 4.27
Picture rails
	 Definition of wall and ceiling  6.2, 6.3
Pipes
	 Cavity barriers  9.16
	 Compartment walls or floors  8.32, 8.34
		  Maximum nominal internal
		  diameter 1 0.7, Table 14
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Flame spread rating of insulation
		  Maximum dimensions of
			   concealed spaces  9.12
	 Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 Openings 1 0.5–10.8, 10.17
	 Penetrating structure  Diagram 37
	 Protected shafts  8.36
		  Oil or gas  8.40
		  Openings  8.42
	 See also Gas service pipes
Pitched roofs
	 Measuring height  Diagram C4
	 Notional designations of coverings 
		  Table A5
Place of safety
	 Inside building  B1.v
Places of special fire hazard
	 Common stairs  2.47
	 Compartmentation  8.12
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape stairs  4.35
	 Fuel storage space
		  Common stairs  2.46
		  Mixed use occupancy  2.51
	 High risk and lift installations  5.43
	 Inner rooms  3.10
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
	 Small premises  3.32
	 Smoke vents 1 8.9
Plant rooms
	 Fixed ladders  5.22
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
	 See also Boiler rooms; Places of 

special fire hazard
Plastics
Rooflights  6.7, 14.4, 14.6, 14.7, Table 11
	 Layout restrictions  Diagram 27
	 Limitations on use and boundary
		  distance  Tables 17 and 18
	 Spacing and size  Diagram 47
	 See also Thermoplastic materials
Platform floors
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Exclusions from elements of
		  structure  7.4
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Plenum
	 Maximum dimensions of concealed
		  spaces  9.12
Podium
	 External escape stairs  2.49
		  Fire resistance of adjacent areas 
			   Diagram 25
Polycarbonate sheet
	 TP(a) rigid and TP(b)  Appendix A(20)
Porches
	 Smoke alarms 1 .17
Portal frames 1 2.4
Power supply
	 Mechanical ventilation for car
		  parks 11 .6
	 Protected power circuits  5.38
	 Smoke and heat alarms 1 .5, 1.19–1.22
Pressurization
	 Compatibility with ventilation and air
		  conditioning  5.52
	 Corridors  3.27
	 Ducts in protected shafts  8.40
	 Smoke control  2.27
Private hydrants 1 5.7, 15.8
Progressive horizontal evacuation
	 Residential care homes  3.41–3.46,
		  Diagram 19
Projecting upper storey
	 See Overhead obstructions
Property protection  0.14
Protected circuits  5.38
	 Definition  Appendix E
Protected corridors  3.24
	 Added protection for escape stairs  4.34
	 Dead-end corridors  Diagram 17
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape routes for flats
		  Ancillary accommodation  2.30
		  Basements  2.45
		  Common corridors  2.24
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
	 Refuges for wheelchair users  4.8, 4.9
	 Storeys divided into different
		  occupancies  3.16
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
Protected entrance halls
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape from flats  2.13, 2.17, 2.18,
		  Diagram 2,
		  Diagram 6
		  Fire doors  Table B1
Protected escape routes  B1.viii–00.ix
	 Cavity barriers  9.4
	 Corridors  3.24
		  Dead ends  Diagram 17
	 Discounting of stairs  4.21
	 Escape stair needing added
		  protection  4.34
	 Fire resistance  5.2–5.9
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
	 Protection and compartmentation  8.1
	 Storeys divided into different
		  occupancies  3.16
	 Ventilation  5.47, 5.48
Protected landings
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Flats  Diagram 6
		  Alternative exits  2.16
		  Fire doors  Table B1
Protected lobbies
	 Ancillary accommodation  2.30, 2.47
	 Common escape routes  2.23
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Discounting of stairs  4.21
	 Escape stairs  4.34, 4.35
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Fire protection of lift installations 
		  5.42, 5.43

	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Number of escape routes  2.20
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
	 Refuges for wheelchair users  4.8, 4.9
	 Refuse chutes and rooms for refuse
		  storage  5.55, 5.56
	 Storey exits  3.13
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
	 Ventilation  5.56
Protected power circuits  5.38
Definition  Appendix E
Protected shafts  4.32, 8.7, 8.35–8.42, 

Diagram 31
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 External wall of stairs in 1 3.8,
		  Diagram 44
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Glazed screens  8.38, 8.39, Diagram 32
	 Lift installations  5.42
	 Openings  8.42
	 Pipes in 1 0.5
		  Oil or gas  8.40
	 Pipes passing through structure
		  enclosing protected shaft  Table 14
	 Ventilating ducts  8.40
	 Ventilation of shafts conveying gas  8.41
	 See also Firefighting shafts
Protected stairways  B1.ix
	 Air circulation systems for flats  2.18
	 Common stairs  2.34–2.42
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape routes
		  From common parts of flats
			   2.34–2.42
		  From each unit  2.16
	 Escape stairs  4.1–4.45
	 Exits in central core  Diagram 13
	 External protection  Diagram 24
	 Fire doors  Table B1
	 Fire protection of lift installations 
		  5.42, 5.45
	 Fire resistance tests  Table A1
	 Protected shafts  8.35, 8.36
		  Containing pipes  8.40
		  Unprotected areas 1 3.8
	 Refuges for wheelchair users 
		  4.7–4.9, Diagram 21
	 Refuse chutes and rooms for refuse
		  storage  5.55
	 Rooflights of thermoplastic
		  materials  6.12
	 Separation of circulation routes from
		  stairways  3.14
	 Thermoplastic lighting diffusers in
		  ceilings  6.15
	 Uninsulated glazed elements on
		  escape routes  Table A4
	 Use of space below diffusers or
		  rooflight  Table 11
	 Ventilation  5.47
	 Vertical escape  4.31–4.40
Protective barriers
	 Flat roof forming escape route  5.35
PTFE-based materials  6.9
Public address system 1 .33
Publications (excluding BSI and 

European Standards)
	 Approved Document
		  F Ventilation 11 .5, 11.6
		  J Combustion appliances and fuel
			   storage 1 4.9, Diagram 39
		  K Protection from falling, collision
			   and impact  2.9, 4.16, 5.20, 
			   5.23, 5.29, 5.35
		  M Access and facilities for
			   disabled people  3.18, 5.17,
			   5.28, 5.29, Tables 4 and 6

		  N Glazing – safety in relation to
			   impact, opening and cleaning 
			   5.9, 5.17, 6.11
	 Building regulation and fire safety –
		  Procedural Guidance  page 6
	 CE Marking Directive  page 5, page 7
	 Code of practice for fire-resisting metal
		  doorsets. DSMA  Appendix B(11)
	 Construction fire safety. CIS 51  page 7
	 Construction Products Directive 
		  page 5, page 7
	 Crown Fire Standards  0.14
	 Design, construction, specification
		  and fire management of insulated
		  envelopes for temperature
		  controlled environments. IACSC 
		  Appendix F(8)
	 Designing for structural steel safety:
		  a handbook for architects and
		  engineers. SCI P197  Appendix A(1)
	 Design methodologies for smoke and
		  heat exhaust ventilation. BRE 
		  Table 2
	 Ensuring best practice for passive
		  fire protection in buildings.
		  ASFP 1 0.19
	 External fire spread: building
		  separation and boundary
		  distances. BRE 1 3.15, 13.16,
		1  3.20
	 Fire and smoke resisting dampers.
		  ASFP Grey Book 1 0.14
	 Firecode. DoH  0.23, Table 2
	 Fire performance of external thermal
		  insulation for walls of multi storey
		  buildings. BRE 1 2.5
	 Fire protection for structural steel in
		  buildings. ASFP  Appendix A(5)
	 Fire resisting ductwork. ASFP Blue
		  Book 1 0.10
	 Fire safe design: a new approach to
		  multi storey steel-framed buildings.
		  SCI 288  8.27
	 Fire safety in construction work,
		  HSG 168  page 7
	 Fire safety of PTFE-based materials
		  used in buildings. BRE  6.9
	 Fire stopping and penetration seals
		  for the construction industry.
		  ASFP Red Book 1 0.19
	 FPA Design guide for the fire
		  protection of buildings.  0.14
	 Gas Safety (Installation and Use)
		  Regulations 1998  2.42, 8.40
	 Guidance in support of functional
		  provisions for healthcare premises.
		  HTM 05-02  0.23
	 Guidelines for the construction of
		  fireresisting structural elements.
		  BRE  Appendix A(1)
	 Guide to fire precautions in NHS
		  housing in the community for
		  mentally handicapped (or mentally
		  ill) people. HTM 88  0.24
	 Guide to safety at sports
		  grounds  0.26
	 Hardware for fire and escape doors.
		  ABHM  Appendix B(12)
	 Health & Safety (Safety signs &
		  signals) Regulations 1996.
		  Guidance on Regulations  5.37
	 Housing health and safety rating
		  system operating guidance
		  page 6
	 Increasing the fire resistance of
		  existing timber floors. BRE Digest
		  208  Table A1
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	 Low Voltage Directive  page 5
	 Managing fire water and major
		  spillages. EA PPG18  page 8
	 Multi-storey timber frame buildings:
		  a design guide. BRE 454 
		  Appendix A(1)
	 Pipelines Safety Regulations 1996 
		  2.42, 8.40
	 Single-storey steel framed buildings
		  in fire boundary conditions.
		  SCI P313 1 2.4
	 Sprinklers for safety: use and
		  benefits of incorporating
		  sprinklers in buildings and
		  structures. BAFSA  0.16
	 Thatched buildings. New properties
		  and extensions 1 4.9
	 Timber fire-resisting doorsets:
		  maintaining performance under
		  the new European test standard.
		  TRADA.  Appendix B(11)
	 Workplace (Health, Safety and 

Welfare) Regulations 1992, Approved
		  Code of Practice and Guidance 
		  page 7
Pumping appliances
	 Dry fire mains 1 6.6
	 Firefighting vehicle access 1 6.1
		  Access route specification  Table 21
		  Blocks of flats 1 6.3
		  Buildings not fitted with fire mains 
			   Table 19
	 Replenishing wet fire mains 1 5.1, 16.7
Purpose groups  Appendix D
	 Classification  Table D1
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire safety  0.10
PVC sheet
	 TP(a) rigid  Appendix A(20)

Q
Quantitative techniques
	 Risk and hazard evaluation  0.34
Queueing areas
	 Floor space factors  Table C1

R
Racking
	 See Storage and other non-residential
Radiation
	 See Heat transfer
Rafters
	 Portal frames 1 2.4
	 Timber, in compartment walls  8.20
Raised storage
	 Fire resistance  7.7, 7.8
	 See also Storage and other
		  non-residential
Ramps
	 Escape routes  5.28, 5.29
Reading rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Reception desk
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Recirculating air distribution systems
	 Maximum dimensions of concealed
		  spaces  9.12
	 Mechanical ventilation  5.49
	 See also Air conditioning
Recreation
	 See Assembly and recreation
		  purpose group
Refuges
	 Means of escape for disabled 
		  4.7–4.14, Diagrams 20 and 21
Refuse chutes  5.54–5.57
	 Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 Openings in compartment walls or
		  floors  8.34

	 Protected shafts  8.36
Refuse hoppers  5.54
Refuse storage chambers
	 Access  5.57
	 Compartment walls  8.14
	 Location of final exits  5.34
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 

2005  page 6
Relevant boundaries 1 2.1, 13.4, 13.5, 

Diagram 41
	 Acceptable unprotected areas 
		1  3.19, 13.20
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 External walls 1000mm or more from
		  relevant boundary 1 3.14
	 External walls within 1000mm from
		  relevant boundary 1 3.13
	 Portal frame building near
		  boundary 1 2.4
	 Separation distances for roof 
		1  4.5, Table 16
Residential care homes
	 Ancillary accommodation
		  Escape routes  3.44
	 Automatic fire detection and alarm
		  system  3.47
	 Automatic self-closing devices  3.51
	 Bedrooms  3.48, 3.49
	 Horizontal escape  3.38–3.52
		  Occupant capacity  3.45, 3.46
		  Travel distance  3.43
	 Progressive horizontal evacuation 
		  3.41–3.46, Diagram 19
	 Sprinkler systems  3.52
Residential (institutional) purpose 1 .35
	 Compartmentation  8.15–8.16
	 Means of escape
		  Care homes  3.38–3.52,  
			   Diagram 19
		  External escape stairs  4.44
		  Inner rooms  3.10
		  Limitations on travel distance 
			   Table 2
		  Single escape routes and exits  3.5
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance 
		  Table A2
	 Minimum width of escape stairs 
		  Table 6
	 Partitions and provision of cavity
		  barriers  9.7
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Use of uninsulated glazed elements
		  on escape routes  Table A4
	 Ventilation ducts 1 0.13
Residential use
	 Buildings other than flats 1 .25
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Escape routes  3.1, 3.4
		  Protected corridors  3.24
	 Mixed use  2.50, 2.51, 4.4
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Space separation 1 3.2
		  Notional boundaries 1 3.6
		  Permitted unprotected areas 
			1   3.16, 13.19, 13.20,
			   Diagram 46, Table 15
	 Wall and ceiling linings  6.4, Table 10
	 See also Flats;
		  Other residential use; Residential
		  (institutional) purpose
Restaurants
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Revolving doors
	 Escape routes  5.18
Rising fire mains
	 See Fire mains
Risk
	 Assessment  page 6, B1.ii
	 Insurance  0.14

	 Quantitative techniques of
		  evaluation  0.34
	 See also Places of special fire hazard
Rolling shutters 1 7.15, Appendix B(2), 

Appendix B(6)
Roof coverings
	 Concealed spaces between insulated
		  roof sheeting  9.10
		  Cavity barriers  Diagram 36
	 External fire spread 1 4.1–14.9
		  Separation distances for roofs 
			   Table 17
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.28–8.31, Diagram 30
	 Materials of limited combustibility 
		  Table A7
	 Notional designations  Table A5
Rooflights
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Definition of ceiling  6.3
	 Methods of measurement  Diagram C3
	 Plastic  6.7, 6.12, 14.4, 14.6, 14.7,
		  Appendix A(19), Table 11
		  Junction of compartment wall with
			   roof  8.29
		  Limitations on spacing and size 
			   Diagram 27, Diagram 47
		  Limitations on use and boundary
			   distance  Tables 17 and 18
	 Unwired glass 1 4.8
	 Use of space below  Table 11
Roofs
	 Concealed spaces between insulated
		  roof sheeting  9.10
		  Cavity barriers  Diagram 36
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii, 7.4
	 Escape over  2.31, 3.31, 5.35
	 External escape stairs  2.49
	 Fire resistance of adjacent areas 
		  Diagram 25
	 Fire resistance  5.3, Appendix A(6)
	 Junction of compartment wall with
		  roof  8.28–8.31, Diagram 30
	 Materials of limited combustibility 
		  Table A7
	 Measuring
		  area  Diagram C3
		  height  Diagram C4
	 Rooftop plant
		  Height of top storey in building 
			   Diagram C6
		  Limitations on travel distance 
			   Table 2
	 Space separation 1 3.1, 14.5
	 See also Flat roofs; Pitched roofs
Roof space
	 Cavity barriers  9.8, 9.10
	 Concealed space  9.1
Rooms
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Measuring floor area  Diagram C3

S
Sanitary accommodation
	 Protected shafts  8.36
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Sanitary towel incinerators
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Schools  0.26
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 See also Educational buildings
Seals
	 Fire resistance 1 0.2
	 Proprietary seals 1 0.19
		  Pipes 1 0.6
Seating
	 See Fixed seating
Security
	 Conflict with requirements for means
		  of escape  B1.x
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	 See also Access control
Security fastenings
	 Common escape routes  Diagram 9
	 Doors on escape routes  5.11, 5.12
Self-closing devices
	 See Automatic self-closing devices
Self-supporting sheets
	 Designation of pitched roof coverings  
		  Table A5
Separated parts of buildings  8.22
	 Definition  Appendix E
Separate occupancies/uses
	 Compartment walls and
		  compartment floors  8.18
	 Corridors  3.24
	 Division of storeys  3.15, 3.16
	 Interpretation of purpose groups 
		  Appendix D(3)–(5)
	 Openings in compartment walls  8.32
Separation
	 See Fire separation; Space separation
Separation distances
	 Buildings with sprinkler systems 1 3.17
	 Canopies 1 3.11, Diagram 45
	 Compartment size 1 3.3
	 Roofs 1 4.5, Table 17
	 Unprotected areas which may be
		  disregarded  Diagram 44
Services
	 Compartments  8.20
	 Penetrating cavity barriers  9.15
	 See also Air conditioning; Ducts;
		  Pipes; Ventilation
Shafts
	 Fire-resisting construction for smoke
		  outlet shafts 1 8.15, 18.16, 
		  Diagram 53
	 See also Firefighting shafts;
		  Protected shafts; Smoke vents
Sheltered housing  0.29
	 Central alarm monitoring 1 .7
	 Definition  Appendix E
Shop and commercial purpose group
	 Automatic fire detection and alarm
		  systems 1 .33
	 Compartmentation  8.18, 8.19
	 Door fastenings on escape
		  routes  5.12
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
	 Maximum dimensions of building or
		  compartment  Table 12
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance 
		  Table A2
	 Offices over  Appendix D(4)
	 Permitted unprotected areas in
		  small buildings or compartments 
		  Table 15
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Small shops
	 	 See Small premises
	 Space separation
		  Acceptable unprotected areas 
			1   3.16, 13.20
	 Store rooms  5.58, Appendix D(3)
	 Use of upper storey ancillary to use
		  of ground storey  8.19
Shopping complexes  0.25
	 Compartmentation  8.18, 11.7
	 Firefighting shafts 1 7.7
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Internal fire spread 11 .7, 11.8
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
Showers
	 Smoke alarms 1 .16
Signs
	 See Exit signs; Fire safety signs
Simultaneous evacuation
	 See Evacuation

Single stair buildings
	 Added protection for escape stair  4.34
	 Common escape route  2.21,
		  Diagram 7, Diagram 9
		  Ventilation  2.26
	 Continuation of lift down to basement
		  storey  5.44
	 Escape stairs  4.5, 4.6, 4.33, 5.19
	 Lift machine room location  5.45
	 Travel distance in small premises 
		  Diagrams 22 and 23
Single steps
	 Escape routes  5.21
Single-storey buildings
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Fire resistance of elements of
		  structure  7.3, Table A2
	 See also Sheltered housing
Skating rinks
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Skirtings
	 Definition of wall  6.2
Slates or tiles
	 Designation of pitched roof coverings 
		  Table A5
	 Fire-stopping junctions  9.14,
		  Diagram 30
Sleeping accommodation
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.43
	 See also Bedrooms; Dormitories
Sleeping galleries
	 See Galleries
Sleeving non-combustible pipes 1 0.8
Slipperiness
	 Floors of escape routes  5.27
Sloping floors  5.28
	 See also Ramps
Small premises
	 Enclosure of escape stairs  4.33
	 Horizontal escape  3.32, 3.37,
		  Diagram 18
	 Means of escape  3.1
	 Single escape stairs  4.6, Diagrams 
		  22 and 23
Smoke alarms
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 See also Automatic fire detection
		  and alarm system
Smoke and fumes
	 Control systems  B1.ix, 0.33, 2.27,
		  4.21, Diagram 52
	 Discounting of stairs
		  Protected lobbies  4.35
		  Shopping malls  Table 2
	 Fire spread  B1.iv
		  Retarding by sealing or
			   fire-stopping 1 0.3
	 Fire spread and lining materials  B2.i
	 Lift machine room fires  5.45
	 Smoke leakage of fire doors at
		  ambient temperatures  Appendix
		  B(1), Table B1
	 Smoke reservoirs  5.41
Smoke vents
	 Automatic operation  2.26, 5.49
	 Basements 1 8.1–18.17
		  Final exits clear of  5.34
		  Fire-resisting construction 
			   Diagram 53
	 Car park ceiling 11 .5
	 Fire-resisting construction for outlet
		  shafts 1 8.15, 18.16, Diagram 53
	 Free area  Appendix C(5), Diagram C7
	 Outlet terminal 1 8.10–18.11
	 Ventilation of common escape
		  routes  2.25–2.27
Space separation 1 3.1–13.20
	 Roofs 1 4.5, Table 17
	 Unprotected areas disregarded in
		  assessing separation distance 
		  Diagram 44

Spiral stairs
	 Escape routes  5.22, 5.23
Sports grounds  0.26
	 See also Assembly and recreation
		  purpose group
Sprinkler systems  0.16–0.18, 4.29
	 Discounting of stairs  4.20
	 Flats  2.16
	 Maximum dimensions of building
		  or compartment
		  Non-residential buildings  Table 12
	 Mechanical smoke extract 1 8.13
	 Number and location of firefighting
		  shafts 1 7.9
	 Permitted unprotected areas in small 
		  building or compartments  Table 16
	 Portal frames 1 2.4
	 Residential care homes  3.52
	 Space separation 1 3.2
		  Boundary distance 1 3.17
Stability
	 B3 requirement  page 67
	 See also Integrity
Stadia  0.26
	 See also Assembly and recreation
		  purpose group
Staff rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Staff training  0.33
Stage grids
	 See Galleries
Stair lifts
	 Width of escape stairs  Appendix C(4)
Stairs
	 Escape routes  B1.ix
		  Accommodation ancillary to flats
			   2.46, 2.47
		  Primary circulation routes  3.14
		  Unprotected accommodation
			   stairs  4.32
	 Fire spread by upper surfaces  B2.ii
	 Limited combustibility materials 
		  Table A7
	 See also Common stairs; Escape
		  stairs; Firefighting stairs;
		  Protected stairways
Stallboard
	 Fire-resisting construction for smoke
		  vent outlet terminal  Diagram 53
	 Smoke vent outlet terminal 1 8.11
Standard fire tests
	 See Fire tests
Standing spectator areas
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Steel-framed buildings
	 Compartments  8.27
	 Portal frames 1 2.4
Steps (single)
	 Escape routes  5.21
Storage and other non-residential
	 Automatic fire detection and alarm
		  systems 1 .36
	 Compartmentation  8.18
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Fire service vehicle access to buildings
		  without fire mains  Table 19
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 Interpretation of purpose groups 
		  Appendix D(5)
	 Limitations on travel distance  Table 2
	 Maximum dimensions of building or
		  compartment  Table 12
	 Minimum periods of fire resistance
		  Table A2
	 Purpose groups  Table D1
	 Small premises  3.35
	 Space separation
		  Acceptable unprotected areas 
			   3.16, 13.20, Table 15
		  Roofs  Table 16
	 Widths of escape routes  Table 4
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Stores
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.43
	 Raised storage areas  7.7, 7.8
	 Refuse storage  5.55
		  Compartment walls  8.14
	 In shops  5.58
Storey exits  3.1
	 Access  3.13, 3.27
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Discounting  3.21
	 Escape over flat roofs  5.35
	 Exit capacity  3.21–3.23
Storeys
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Divided into different occupancies  3.16
	 Divided into different uses  3.15
	 Height of top storey  Diagram C6
	 Number  Diagram C5
Stretched-skin ceilings  6.16
	 Thermoplastic material  6.16
Strong rooms
	 Smoke vents 1 8.5
Structural frames
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii
	 Fire resistance  7.2
Structural loadbearing elements
	 See Elements of structure
Student residential accommodation
	 Automatic fire detection and alarm
		  systems 1 .8
Stud walls
	 Cavity barriers  9.13
	 See also Partitions
Study bedrooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Substrates
	 Lining to wall or ceiling  Appendix A(18)
Suppliers
	 Certification and accreditation 
		  0.15, 1.23, 1.37
Suspended ceilings
	 Concealed spaces exposed within
		  space above  6.15
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Enclosure of corridors by
		  partitions  3.25
	 Fire-protecting  6.5, Table A3
	 Lighting diffusers  6.10, 6.13–6.15,
		  Appendix A(19), Table 11
	 Limited combustibility materials 
		  Table A7
	 Non-combustible materials  Table A6
	 Thermoplastic material  6.16,
		  Appendix A(19)
Switch room/battery room
	 Escape lighting  Table 9

T
Tall buildings
	 Escape stairs
		  Added protection  4.34
		  Width  4.15, 4.26, 4.27
	 External walls 1 2.2
	 Phased evacuation  4.26, 4.27
Technical specification
	 Definition  Appendix E
Telephone system
	 Phased evacuation  4.29
Tenancies
	 See Separate occupancies
Thatched roofs 1 4.9
Theatres  0.26
	 See also Assembly and recreation
		  purpose group
Thermoplastic materials
	 Classification  B2.v
		  Definition  Appendix E
	 Glazing  6.11

	 Lighting diffusers
		  Forming part of a ceiling 
			   6.13–6.15
		  Layout restrictions  Diagram 27
		  Suspended ceilings  6.10, Table 11
	 Performance  Appendix A(17)–A(20)
	 Rooflights  6.10, 6.12, 14.6, 14.7,
		  Table 11
		  Junction of compartment wall
			   with roof  8.29
		  Layout restrictions  Diagram 27
		  Limitations on use and boundary
			   distance  Table 17 and 18
	 Suspended or stretched-skin
		  ceiling  6.16
Tiles
	 See Slates or tiles
Timber structural components
	 Compartments  8.20
Toilets
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
	 Exits in central core  Diagram 13
	 Warnings for hearing impaired
		  people 1 .34
	 See also Sanitary accommodation
TP(a)
	 Classification of performance  B2.v,
		  Appendix A(20)
	 Glazing external windows  6.11
	 Rooflights, limitations on use and
		  boundary distance  Table 18
TP(b)
	 Classification of performance  B2.v,
		  Appendix A(20)
	 Lighting diffusers, layout restrictions 
		  Diagram 27
	 Rooflights
		  Layout restrictions  Diagram 27
		  Limitations on use and boundary
			   distance  Table 18
		  Spacing and size  Diagram 47
Transformer chambers
	 Final exits clear of openings  5.34
	 See also Places of special fire hazard
Travelators
	 See Mechanised walkways
Travel distance  B1.v
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Flats  2.13, 2.20, 2.23, 2.52, 
		  Diagram 3, Diagrams 7–9, Table 1
	 Horizontal escape  3.2, 3.10, Table 2
		  Dead end  Diagram 10
		  Effect of access control
			   measures  3.7
		  Residential care homes  3.43
		  Single escape routes and exits  3.5
		  Small premises  3.37, Table 5
	 Methods of measurement 
		  Appendix C(3)
	 Vertical escape  4.32
		  Small premises  Diagrams 22
			   and 23
Treads
	 Surfaces  5.27
Turning circles
	 Fire service vehicle access
		  route 1 6.11
	 Fire service vehicle access route
		  specification  Table 20
Turnstiles
	 Escape routes  5.18
Turntable ladders
	 See High reach appliances

U
UKAS
	 Accredited laboratories  Appendix A(1)
	 Independent certification schemes 
		  page 6
Uninsulated glazing
	 See Glazing
Unprotected areas 1 3.1
	 Areas disregarded in assessing
		  separation distance  Diagram 44
	 Boundaries 1 3.4
	 Combustible material as external
		  surface 1 3.9, Diagram 43
	 Definition  Appendix E
	 Escape routes  B1.viii–00.ix
	 External wall 1000mm or more from
		  relevant boundary 1 3.14–13.20
		  Permitted unprotected areas 
			1   3.19, 13.20, Diagram 46,
			   Table 15
	 External wall of protected shaft
		  forming stairway 1 3.8
	 External wall within 1000mm of
		  relevant boundary 1 3.13
	 Fire resistance 1 3.7
	 Large uncompartmented
		  buildings 1 3.12
	 Small unprotected areas 1 3.10,
		  Diagram 44
Unwired glass
	 Rooflights 1 4.8

V
Vehicle access
	 See Fire service facilities
Ventilation
	 Car parks 11 .2–11.6, 18.17
	 Escape routes for flats  2.25–2.27, 
		  Diagrams 7–9
	 Lobbies  4.35
	 Mechanical  5.46–5.53
		  Concealed space used as a
			   plenum  9.12
	 Openings in compartment walls or
		  floors  8.34
	 Protected shafts  8.37
		  Conveying gas  8.41
	 Rooms containing refuse chutes or
		  storage  5.56
See also Smoke vents
Ventilation ducts  5.46–5.48
	 Appliances
		  Compartments  8.34, 10.16
	 Car parks 11 .6
	 In protected shafts  8.40
		  Openings in enclosure  8.42
	 Protected stairways and entrance
		  halls  2.18
	 Protection of openings 
		1  0.9–10.14, 10.16
Venues for pop concerts
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
	 See also Assembly and recreation
		  purpose group
Verges
	 Roof measurements  Diagram C3
Vertical escape
	 See Evacuation lifts; Stairs
Vision panels
	 Doors on escape routes  5.17
	 Inner rooms  3.10
	 Small premises  3.36
Voice alarm systems 1 .33, 4.29
Voice communication systems
	 Emergency (EVC)  4.11, 4.12
Volume of building or part
	 Measurement  Diagram C2
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W
Waiting rooms
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
Walkways
	 See Mechanised walkways
Wall climber
	 Fire protection of lift installations  5.41
Walls
	 Cavity barriers in stud walls or
		  partitions  9.13
	 Cavity walls excluded  Diagram 34
	 In common to two buildings
		  Calculating perimeter  Diagram 48
		  Compartmentation  8.10, 8.21
	 Concealed spaces  9.10
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii
	 Fire resistance  5.3, 7.2, 12.3
		  Tests  Table A1
	 Inner rooms  3.10
	 Linings  B2.i, 6.1–6.16
		  Definition  6.2, 6.11
	 Surfaces within the space above
		  suspended ceilings  6.15
	 See also Cavity walls; Compartment
		  walls; External walls
Warehouses
	 See Storage and other non-residential
Warning
	 See Fire alarm systems; Voice
		  alarm systems
Washrooms
	 Protected shafts  8.36
	 Protected stairways  4.38
Water supplies
	 Fire hydrants 1 5.7, 15.8
	 Sprinkler systems  0.18
Water supply pipes
	 Enclosure  Diagram 38
WCs
	 See Toilets
Weather protection
	 External escape stairs  5.25
Wet mains
	 See Fire mains
Wind loads
	 Elements of structure  B3.iii
Windowless accommodation
	 Escape lighting  Table 9
Windows
	 Definitions of wall and ceiling  6.2, 6.3
	 Means of escape from flats  2.9, 2.11, 
		  2.12
	 Thermoplastic materials  Appendix A(19)
		  Glazing  6.11
	 See also Rooflights
Wiring
	 See Electrical wiring
Wood
	 See Timber structural components
Wood shingles 1 4.9
Workmanship
	 See Materials and workmanship
Workplace (Health, Safety and 

Welfare) Regulations 1992  page 7
Workshops
	 Floor space factors  Table C1
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VOLUME 2
MAIN CHANGES IN THE
2006 EDITION
This is the second impression of the 2006 Edition
of Approved Document B which incorporates the
typographical and proofing corrections issued in
April 2007.

This edition of Approved Document B, Fire safety,
replaces the 2000 edition. The main changes are:

General
a. Approved Document B: The Approved

Document has been split into two volumes.
Volume 1 deals with dwellinghouses, Volume 2
deals with buildings other than dwellinghouses. 

b. Fire Safety Information: A new Regulation
(16B) has been introduced to ensure that
sufficient information is recorded to assist the
eventual owner/occupier/employer to meet their
statutory duties under the Regulatory Reform
(Fire Safety) Order 2005. 

Introduction
c. Management of Premises: New guidance is

given on the need to ensure that management
regimes are realistic.

d. Certification Schemes: Suitable schemes may
be accepted by Building Control Bodies as
evidence of compliance.

e. Residential Sprinklers: The use of sprinkler
systems in accordance with BS 9251:2005
is recognised.

f. Alternative Approaches
i. HTM 05 “Firecode” should be used for

used for the design of hospitals and similar
health care premises.

ii. BB100 should be used for the design
of schools.

B1
g. Fire Alarms in Flats: The guidance on smoke

alarms in flats has been amended such that
alarms should be installed in accordance with
BS 5839- 6:2004. 

Simple guidance has been retained, in the form
of a commentary on this standard, so that most
users of the Approved Document will necessarily
not need to obtain a copy of the standard.

i. All smoke alarms should have a standby
power supply.

h. Fire Alarms: The guidance for buildings other
than dwellings has been updated to take
account of the 2002 edition of BS 5839-1.

i. Means of escape: 
i. Locks and child resistant safety stays may

be provided on escape windows.

ii. New guidance has been provided on the
provision of galleries and inner inner rooms.

iii. Additional options of providing sprinkler
protection and/or a protected stairway instead
of alternative escape routes has been
included for flats with more than one storey.

iv. Guidance on the use of air circulation
systems in flats with protected entrance
halls or stairways is given.

v. The provisions for smoke control in the
common areas of flats have been changed.

vi. Guidance on means of escape in buildings
with open spatial planning has been included.

vii. A method has been provided for calculating
acceptable final exit widths for merging
escape routes at ground floor level.

viii. Guidance on the provision of cavity barriers
associated with subdivided corridors has
been moved to Section 3 and clarified.

ix. Guidance applicable to small premises,
previously in BS 5588-11, has been
incorporated into the text.

x. New guidance on the design of residential
care homes has been given including the
use of sprinklers and/or free swing door
closing devices. Greater flexibility is also
given where sprinkler systems are provided.

xi. Guidance on means of escape for disabled
people has been incorporated in the general
guidance on means of escape.

xii. In tall building with phased evacuation
consideration needs to be given to the
interaction of firefighters with people
attempting to evacuate the building.

xiii. More detailed guidance has been provided
on the protection of ventilation systems.

B3
j. Compartment Walls: The predicted

deflection of a floor, in the event of a fire,
should be accommodated in the design of
compartment walls.

k. Sprinkler protection in flats: Sprinkler
systems should be provided in blocks of flats
exceeding 30m in height.

l. Warehouses: A maximum compartment size
has been introduced for unsprinklered single-
storey warehouse buildings.

m. Concealed Spaces: This section has been
completely restructured. Table 13 (AD B 2000)
has now been incorporated into the text to
reduce confusion.

i. Openings: Window and door frames should
only be regarded as cavity barriers if they
are constructed of steel or timber of an
appropriate thickness.

ii. Under Floor Voids: Extensive cavities in floor
voids should be subdivided with cavity barriers.

n. Fire dampers: Guidance on the specification and
installation of fire dampers has been provided.

o. Car Parks: Non combustible materials should
be used in the construction of a car park for it
to be regarded as ‘open sided’ for the purposes
of establishing the necessary period of fire
resistance. Other car parks should achieve
the standard period of fire resistance.

APPROVED DOCUMENTS
The following documents have been approved
and issued by the First Secretary of State for
the purpose of providing practical guidance
with respect to the requirements of the Building
Regulations 2000 (as amended).
Approved Document A: Structure
2004 edition incorporating 2004 amendments
Approved Document B: Fire safety
2000 edition incorporating 2000 and
2002 amendments
Approved Document B: Fire safety (volume 1)
– Dwellinghouses
2006 edition
Approved Document B: Fire safety (volume 2)
– Buildings other than dwellinghouses
2006 edition
Approved Document C: Site preparation and
resistance to contaminants and moisture
2004 edition
Approved Document D: Toxic substances
1992 edition incorporating 2002 amendments
Approved Document E: Resistance to the
passage of sound
2003 edition incorporating 2004 amendments
Approved Document F: Ventilation
2006 edition
Approved Document G: Hygiene
1992 edition incorporating 1992 and 2000
amendments
Approved Document H: Drainage and
waste disposal
2002 edition
Approved Document J: Combustion
appliances and fuel storage systems
2002 edition
Approved Document J: 2002 Edition:
Guidance and Supplementary Information
on the UK Implementation of European
Standards for Chimneys and Flues
2002 edition

Approved Document K: Protection from falling
collision and impact
1998 edition incorporating 2000 amendments
Approved Document L1A: Conservation of
fuel and power
New dwellings
2006 edition
Approved Document L1B: Conservation of
fuel and power
Existing dwellings
2006 edition
Approved Document L2A: Conservation of
fuel and power
New buildings other than dwellings
2006 edition
Approved Document L2B: Conservation
of fuel and power
Existing buildings other than dwellings
2006 edition
Approved Document M: Access to and use
of buildings
2004 edition
Approved Document N: Glazing – safety in
relation to impact, opening and cleaning
1998 edition incorporating 2000 amendments
Approved Document P: Electrical safety
– Dwellings
2006 edition
Approved Document to support regulation 7:
Materials and workmanship
1992 edition incorporating 2000 amendments

Main changes are continued on the inside back cover

B4
p. Notional Boundaries: Space separation should

be considered where more than one building is
on the same site but operated by different
‘organisations’.

q. Roof Coverings: The guidance on roof coverings
incorporates the new European system of
classification set out in BS EN 13501-5:2005.

B5
r. Private Hydrants: A building with a

compartment of 280m2 or more, constructed
more than 100m from a highway, should be
provided with suitable fire hydrants.

s. Vehicle Access: There should be access for
a pump appliance to within 45m of all points
within a dwelling or a suitable fire main should
be provided

t. Firefighting Shafts: Assembly buildings with
a floor exceeding 900m2, with a floor over 7.5m
above ground level, should be provided with
firefighting shafts. 

u. Hose distances: In unsprinklered buildings
every part of every storey over 18m in height
should be within 45m of a fire main outlet.

Appendix B
v. Self-Closing Devices: Fire doors within flats

need not be provided with self-closing devices.

Appendix C
w. Occupant capacity: The floor space factors table

has been updated and moved to this Appendix.

x. Door width: The method of measurement for
door width has been changed to align with
Approved Document M.

y. Smoke ventilators: Guidance is given on the
measurement of free area for smoke ventilators.

Appendix G
z. Fire Safety Information: This new Appendix

provides guidance on the new requirement
for fire safety information to be recorded and
passed on to the ‘responsible’ person.
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